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§ WAITING 
INTHEINN 
FORAN 
AUTUMN 
TYPHOON 
TOPASS, 








GRAMPAL! 
THE STORM 
HAS PASSED 

AND THE << 
MORNING IS = 





Iwas 
CONSIDERING 
GOING THERE. 


my 
HOMETOWN AND 
WHERE | WAS 


I'VE NEVER HEARD 

YOU TALK OF YOUR 

HOMETOWN EVEN 
ONcEe!! 





IT's THE 
TEMPLE WHERE 
THAT HIGH PRIEST 
WHO CARVED THE 
BODHISATTVA 
IMAGE IN THE 
SEAL CASE | GAVE 
YOU USED TO BE 
CHIEF PRIEST, 


A TEMPLE 
CALLED KITAIN 
IN MUSASHI 
KAWAGOE!! 
TAKE THIS 
LETTER WITH 
youl! 


WHAT KIND f 
OF Place is Ait | 


TEMPLE, THEY WILL 
SURELY HIDE YOU! 








THERE WAS 
A TIME WHEN 





WHEN YOU WERE 
A CHILD AND 
ABOUT YOUR 
HOMETOWN! 








WE MUST 


CONSIDER 
THAT THEY 
COULD ALREADY 
BE WATCHING 
THIS PLACE. 








LeT’s TRY 


TO CONVEY 
THIS THINK- 


ING TO THE : 
LEADER A iG 
\ om 


OF 
THE ENEMY... 


{> 
iw 
wN 


TOYOTOMI WAS 
WIPED OUT AND 
THE TOKUGAWA 
RULING POWER HAS 
ALREADY BECOME 
UNSHAKEABLE.... 


THANKS TO 
YOUR WORK 
WHERE YOU 
RISKED YOUR 





COULD LIVE 
PEACEFULLY 
IN MY 
HOMETOWN 














HARSHNESS} 
OF THOSE 
DAYS THEY 


a2 
ae 





KEEP ALL OF 
THAT INSIDE 
YOUR HEART!! 








WHAT AMAZINGLY 
HIGH WATER. WILL 
IT BE ALRIGHTI? 














GRAMPA...IT LOOKS LIKE 
THEY WANT TO KILL US NO 
MATTER HOW MANY TENS 

OF CASUALTIES THEY'LL 














THEY WERE 
ALL INFORMED TO IM- 
MEDIATELY RETIREAT 
WHEN THEY KILL 
OBATA GESSAI 
ALONE, RIGHT!? 


KILL 
ONLY 
OBATA 
GESSAI, 
WITHOUT 
HURTING 














Se LIVE! <a 























WITH THAT 


LEG, WE SHOULD fs 
KILL HIM WITH fy 


OUST A FEW 
SACRIFICES. 








HIS SEPARATION 
FROM THE GIRL 


IS THE BEST 
POSSIBILITY WE 






















































































He suasriTuTeD THE 
INSTEAD OF CANE WITH THE HANDRAIL, 
HAVING HIAA ‘MOREOVER. IF HE GIVES 
RUNNING AWAY IN 
A MOUNTAIN OR 
IN A THICKET, 


HIS BACK TO THE RIVER, 
ENEMIES WON'T POSITION 


GIVE HIM AN 
ADVANTAGE WITH 
AN ASSAULT ON 

A BRIDGE?! 

















THERE'LL ONLY 
BE INCREASED, 


POINTLESS 
CASUALTIES. 








MOVE sp 
ASIDE!! 








INCONVENIENCED 
BY YOUR FOOT, 
YOU FOUGHT IN A 
SPLENDID MANNER... 
ADMIRABLE, OBATA 
GESSAI-DONO!! 








DON’T BELONG 
TO SOMEONE <I 
WHO MASTERED =>S 
THE SWORDI! 









ARE THESE 
SHOW YOUR- DIRTY TRICKS 
SELF WITHOUT HOW THE 
EDO yYAGyis 
CONDUCT 
THEM- 

SELVES? 






























































/ i 
Grampa And Munenori ~ 















































IT WAS DIS- 
COURTEOUS 
TO ALLOW 
ONE OF My 
PEONS BE 
YOUR OPPO- 
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AA AE TONY ROTA 












































THAT YOU TOOK 
UNDER YOUR WING 
AND RAISED UP IS 

A MAGNIFICENT 

ASSASSIN... 


\ 


YOU WANT 
TO SPEND 


WITH HER 


# YOUR LAST 


MOMENTS, 























IT’S A PERSON 
THAT THE 
YAGYUS CAN'T 
KILL...SOMEONE 
WHO THERE'S 
NO WAY THEY'LL 
EVER KILL...6O 
THEY'LL DO IT 
USING AZUMI... 





Yj / Sits fh | 








/ 
MUSTN'T 
? DIE UNTIL 




















Ay 


oti 
VATE 


\ ie 



































HOLD ON {Bee ; 
UNTIL AZUMI YOUNG 


MUNENORI WILL 
SUCCESSFULLY @ 

SNARE HER IN HIS: 
CONSPIRACY... << 





























“a 


er only ; 


$0, AZUMI...YOU 
MUST ABSOLUTELY 


EVEN FROM 
SUDDEN ATTACKS 
\ AT ALL Times!! 


. 
Cay IN THOSE VERY 


eae TIMES YOU MUST 




















SALVATION, 
YOU CAN 
ONLY WAIT 
FOR DEATH, 
WHILE 
‘SLOWLY 


SUFFERING... 


IF YOUR 
INTERNAL ORGANS 
ARE CUT LIKE 
THIS, THERE’S 
NO WAY TO BE 
SAVED!! THE 
BLOOD FLOWS 
OUT WITHOUT 
STOPPING. 


IT HURTS, 
RIGHT? IT’S 
PAINFUL, 





THIS WAY, Ve pe’ NY THEREFORE, GIVE 
THEY WON'T i : Fi Y\ THE FINAL BLOW 
FEEL ANY 4 , \ IMMEDIATELY! 

MORE PAIN!! . SN TO THE NECk 





























| HAVE TO SHARPEN 
MY FIVE SENSES!! THE 
ENEMY IS WATCHING 
FROM SOMEWHERE 
AND AIMING AT ME. 




















































































































































































































IF YOU DO THAT, THOSE 
BODIES SOON BECOME 
SOIL AND RETURN TO 
THE EARTH. 





A BN g 


AND THE 
THINGS THAT 
LIVE IN THIS 




















ASSAULT... THEY 
WERE PERSONS 
WHO HAD TAILED 




















STARS THERE 
EVEN DURING 
THE DAY...? 


THEY ALWAYS 
WATCH US 
FROM THE 

SAME 

POSITIONS, 


GRAMPA...THE 
BODY RETURNS 
TO EARTH, 
BUT...WHERE IS 
THE REALM OF THE 
DEAD WHERE THE 


You LOOK ses AT 


HOSE 
AT THEM, STARS. 


YOU ONLY CAN'T eens 


SEE THEM, BUT canrr gee 

THEY'RE ALWAYS Tue BUT 

IN THE Sky. I’S NOT 
THAT THEY'VE 

VANISHED. 





RIGHT, 
IT’S NOT 
LONELY! 


THE REALM OF THE 
DEAD WILL ALWAYS BE 
HIGH IN THE Sky... THEY 
‘SAY IT CAN STARE AT 
YOU FROM UP ABOVE. 


WHEREVER 
YOU'LL GO IN 
THE VAST 
OUTSIDE 
WORLD, 


EVEN THE 
SOULS THAT WENT 
TO THE REALM OF 

THE DEAD...LIKE 
THE STARS DURING 
THE DAY, CAN'T BE 
SEEN FROM HERE, 

BUT... 





> 
RY 
a8 
a 
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x83 
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How Is ITI? IF you 
SLEEP INSIDE THAT 
‘SACK, EVEN WITHOUT A 
FUTON YOU CAN SLEEP 


WARMLY AND YOU CAN 
EVEN FOLD IT TO 


=, MAKE IT SMALL. 


IF YOU SPREAD IT, 

EVEN IF ATTACKED 

YOU CAN JUMP OUT 
OF IT AT ONCE!! 





Y Hey! IT's NOT 
SOMETHING TO 
TOY WITHI! 








ee ha stor 
iB 





IT’S STILL 
TOO EARLY 
TO REST, 





YOU WERE USELESS 
FOR THAT TOO! 


YOU'RE OF NO USE STAND UP, 
THE VALUE OF WITH A SWORD, SO, Kazumal! 
YOUR EXISTENCE THEY GAVE YOU A 
IS INSIGNIFICANT, ROLE OF SEEKING 
RIGHT!? ...UHM!?- 


Hi} AND HUNTING... 
NN) 























SHOULD BE USEFUL 
WITH THE SWORD! 





As IF 


BEING GOOD AT 
KILLING PEOPLE 
IS SOMETHNG 
TO BE PROUD 





INTHIS 
PERIOD, IEYASU 
MOVED AROUND 
STRENUOUSLY TO. 
PUT THE FINISHING 
TOUCHES ON 
SOLIDIFYINGTHE 
TOKUGAWA 
ORDER. 


BACKTO fF 
SUNPU. 








DURING 
THE JOURNEYS, 
TOCONCEAL 
WHERE IEYASU WAS 
TRAVELING, THERE 
WERE MULTIPLE 
PALANQUINS. 








WAS SHE 


COMING 
TO SUNPU 
700...? 








INNS 


ie 


ANY 
INN 














THAT'S RIGHT... 
IF THAT MAN IS 
KANBEE-DONO, 


HE CAN ONLY 
HAVE ONE MOTIVE 


LISTEN 
TO MY 
STORY!! 








FOUNDER 
OFONOHA 
TITORYU, 


HEDESPISED 
MUNENORI WHO. 
WAS GROWING, 
HIS INFLUENCE 
OVER POLITICAL 








IT’S ONO TADAAKI WITH 
KYOSUKE AND RINTARO, 
WHO THEY SAY ARE THE 
TWO MIGHTY PEERS OF 
THE ONOHA ITTORYO!! 


ARE WALKING NOW, THE THREE 
TOGETHER STRONGEST MEN ¢ 
A WITH THE SWORD 
OUR Eves!! Be IN THE WHOLE 








H MUNENORI AND 
waTcH ONO TADAAKI 
1r.. Jf FOUGHT... 


SINCE THEY 
SAY THAT HE 
CAN DO THE 


MUNENORI 
THE BETTER 





THEY SAY THAT 
THEGENERAL 
EVALUATION 

WASTHATONO, 
TADAAKI WAS 


TOPICOF 
DISCUSSION 
AMONG 
FENCERS, 
BUT.. 


No... WENT AROUND 
ALL THE PROVINCES 
AND THE OPINION THAT 


OWARI YAGYU IS THE BEST 
ONE IN THE COUNTRY 
WAS PROMINENT. 








| mas, 


(ES 
JUST STAYING C3 


i 


THERE, WITHOUT 
EVEN HIDING... 


DOESN'T KNOW THAT 
WE'RE ENEMIES... 





ONOHA. 
ITTOURYU 
AND YAGYU: 
SHINKAGERYU.. 
‘WHICH SWORD 
ISSUPERIOR? 


THEY'RE JOJIRO 
AND SHINSUKE 
FROM YAGYU... 











MUNENORI 
DIDN'TACCEPT 
THELEADING " SIRO 
DISCIPLES OF OHBTED! 
, PROHIBITED HIS 


DISCIPLES FROM 
ENGAGINGIN 


‘ONO 
TADAAKI 
ASKED 
MUNENORI 
TOHIGHT, 
EXPRESSING 
THAT THE 
TITORYU 
WAS 
SUPERIOR, 








SENSEI, THIS WILL BE 

INTERESTING. THOSE 

ARE ALSO MEN WITH 
NO INTENTION TO TURN 
AWAY FROM THE CENTER 


THE ONE WHO'S: 
THINKING TO DO 
SOMETHING IS 
JOIIRO OVER 
THERE. 


RINTARO, 
DON’T 


RELEASE 
$0 MUCH 
“KI. 





SLIPPING THROUGH | FEEL 
QUICKLY AND CUTTING THAT HE'S 
MY SLEEVES WITH THINKING 
4) THE SHORT SWORD ‘ABOUT 
Ml AND LAUGH OR STUFF_AN SOMETHING 


Liar!! You 
WERE THE ONE 
THINKING TO 




















Chapter 6: 
Meetine¥Wgain 
_+ With KanBee 


* 








WATER IN THE 
INSTANT YOU 
DREW 

















WELL, YOU 
BOTH WERE 
EMITTING A 
STRONG “ki” 

THAT WAS 

SAYING 


% 


THIS GIRL FELT THE 
"KI*L?...... MOREOVER, 
SHE CALMLY NOTICED 

EVEN THAT HE WAS 

GOING TO STEP ON 





HAVING A 
FAVOR TO ASK, 
| WAS WAITING 


VD LIKE YOU 
TO LET ME 
MEET HIM!! 


Yes! | HEARD 
THAT THERE'S 
A MAN CALLED 
TAKAGI KANSUKE 
SOJOURNING AT 





IS SOMEONE 


A 


SI 
\ aa 








IEYASU'S ORDER TO 
KILL GRAMPA AND 
ME WAS A SECRET 
ORDER GIVEN TO 
THOSE OLD SHINOBI 
AND TO A PART 
OF THE YAGYU 
SHINKAGERYO 

MEN... 






































KOHYOTA!! 
A |S KANSUKE- 


A GUEST FOR 
KANSUKE-DONO. 
GO CALL HIM 
TO COME HERE 
IMMEDIATELY. 























ALREADY 
BEEN 
INFORMED 
BY TOBIZARU 





NOW ID LIKE | VL, EXPLAIN THE | 3" 
ciRcumsTANcES 
AFTER WE TALK, } 


) IS IT ALL TO TALK THE 





OFIEYASU'S 
GUARD 


NOW,KANBEE 
WAS ABLETO 
GETINTO HIS. 
HEART WITHA 
FALSEBACK- 





ONOTADAAKI 
GREATLY FAVORED 
MEN WITH NATURAL 
TALENT FOR THE 
SWORD AND THOSE 
WHOEARNESTLY 
WANTED TO. 


SIAN NN 


SS 
iN 





ANDTHAT NOW SHE WANTED 
TOFIND THE GROUP OF 
ASSASSINS WHO LEFT WITHOUT 
GIVING HIM THE FINAL BLOW, 














TOBIZARU...HE 
RISKS HIS LIFE 
TO PROCURE ME 
INFORMATION AND C 
TO COME HERE. 
IF YOU WANT 
THOSE... 


- 


i 
IN, STAND... 
we 





COULD | BORROW 
FOR A LITTLE WHILE A 
MALL PLACE TO KEEP 


Si 
OUT THE NIGHT Dew!? 




















SHE'S 
REALLY 
SLEEPING... 











) Sy 
& 




















YOU'RE 
BEAUTIFUL, 








THOSE TWO 
ARE GENIUSES WITH A 
SWORD AND PEOPLE 
SAY THEY'RE THE 
MIGHTY PEERS OF 
THE ONOHA ITTORYU. 
THOSE THREE, 
SENSEI, RINTARO-SAN 
AND KYOSUKE-SAN, 


IN THIS BIG ¢ F 
ee 


Yes!! KANSUKE-SAN IS 
STRONG TOO!! WHEN HE 
FIGHTS RINTARO-SAN AND 
KYOSUKE-SAN, IT HAPPENS 
THAT HE STRIKES THEM 
TWO OR THREE TIMES 
OUT OF TEN!! 


THEY SAY 
THAT ALL THE 
OTHERS TRIED 
HUNDREDS OF 

TIMES, BUT 





THAT'S WHY COO! HOWEVER, THOSE 

ALL THE i oe TWO AREN’T ONLY 
WOMEN FALL x 2 STRONG WITH THE 
IMMEDIATELY eye , 


INCREDIBLY 
1 QUICK 





“HEY HEY, | WAS 

UNINTENTIONALLY 

) DRAWN IN...WHAT 

EMBARASSING, PRETTY EYES YOU 
RIGHT? 














THEY WON’T = AZUMI- 


IT WILL LET YOU SAN, 
BE BAD. ALONE... YOURE 








» 
G 
ae) 


WELT 





Chapter 7: Falconry 


FENCING, 
RIDING HORSES, 
SWIMMING..THEY SAY 
HEDIDNOT NEGLECT 
HIS DAILY ROUTINE 
EVEN AFTER HE 
URNED SEVENTY. 


31 a Sere 


Decree ee eee TALCONRY 
ISNOTJUST 











“CROSSING MOUNTAINS, 
AND HILLS, WADING 
RIVERS..BY DIFFERENT 
MOVEMENTS YOU FIRMLY 
TEMPER THE WHOLE. 
BODY".HESAID,ANDSO {Ni 
HEFREQUENTLY SET OUT. 











DURING 
FALCONRY, 
FENCERS FROM. 
THEONOCLAN 


























aN 


Swans es 





CSS 

















TODAY, 
IEYASU-SAMA 


WAS GREATLY 
SATISFIED WITH 








We MUST MOREOVER, 

PROTECT THERE COULD 
IEYASU-SAMA BE ATTACKS 
AT THE COST —_LIKE THE 








SOMETHING 
LIKE A HEAVY 
WEIGHT THAT AS 
FENCERS...YOU 
HAVE TO PLACE 
IN THE BOTTOM 
OF YOUR 
HEARTS. 





THE FIRST 


YOU SHOULD 
HAVE CAUGHT 
HOLD OF 
SOMETHING 
THAT...YOU 
CANNOT 
OBTAIN EVEN 
PRACTICING... 


ITWASINSIDE 
ONOTADAAKIS 
MANSION BECAUSE, 
INTHELODGING 
HOUSE WHERE 
EMPLOYEES, 


FOR THENIGHT 
‘THERE WERE NO. 


a Y 
hit 
Dil 





AAAHI...| ALSO WANT TO 
QUICKLY BECOME STRONG 
LIKE RINTARO-SAN AND 
KYOSUKE-SAAAAN!! 











4 
Ki 


<< 
ZOSOSOS, 





ES 


THAT BLOOD 
IS CIRCLING INSIDE YOU TOO, 


INSIDE THIS A HEART BEATS 


AND MAKES YOUR 
BLOOD BOIL... 





COVERS THE 
BLOOD THAT 
WANTS TO 
OVERFLOW 
OUT OF IT... 


THE SKIN... 
IT’S JUST 
ONLY THIS 
THIN SKIN 
THAT... P 











THE ROADS 
HE MUST 
PASS AND 

WHERE IT’S 

DECIDED 

HE RESTS 

WP... THAT 


levasurs 





DON’T JUMP OUT 
WHENEVER YOU FEEL 
§ LIKE IT! I'LL BE 
SUSPECTED TOO! 


INFORMATION / Like | ASKED YOU THE 
THAT YOU, OTHER TIME...CAN’T 
TOBIZARU-DONO, YOU, SOMEHOW, SHARE 
RISK YOUR LIFE 7. a] | INFORMATION WITH ME!?: 
TO OBTAIN. 


AND...IF | CAN - mF IT's MONey, 
DO SOMETHING, IF | ‘ GRAMPA LEFT ME 
CAN BE OF HELP TO QUITE A LOT OF IT. 
you, | WANT YOU TO TeLL WE HOW MICH 

ASK ME WITHOUT » © 4 
RESERVE. ‘ ~ 





| {\ | CAN'T 


DO 
THAT!! 











Chapter 8: Preliminary Inspection 











Yes! IN ORDER TO 
IMPORTANT PERFECTLY GUARD IN 
DUTY 


THE HUNTING GROUND, 
WE NEED TO DO A 





FINE, RIGHT? AZUMI-SAN 


NUISANCE! 


IT WASN'T AZUMI THAT 
SAID THAT BUT YOU WHO 
INVITED HER, RIGHT, 
KOHYOTA? 


INVITE ANY 
OTHERS!! IT’s 
NOT A GAME!! 





“hy 
nasil 


THERE’RE THREE 
HUNTING GROUNDS 
FOR IEYASU-SAMA’S 
FALCONRY. THIS IS 
A DIFFERENT PLACE 

FROM THE ONE 

WHERE HE WAS 

ATTACKED 
YESTERDAY. 





THE PREY WOULD ESCAPE!! 
SO, WE MUST PROTECT HIM FALCONRY IS 
FROM SEPARATE LOCATIONS DIFFICULT. AFTER 
TO NOT INTERFERE WITH ALL, IF A LOT OF 
Hig FALCONRY. PEOPLE LOUDLY 
WALKED NEAR 
IEYASU-SAMA... 





THINKING ABOUT 
WHERE TO HIDE, 
THERE’RE A LOT OF 
PLACES WHERE A 


IN THE CASE 
HAVE TO Ue PASSES 


WALK ON 
THAT SIDE. THO 


LET’S MEMORIZE 
THE PLACES WE 
SHOULD WALK ON 
BOTH SIDES WHEN 
SPLITTING IN TWO 














Aad 


AT A HUNTING 
GROUND, 
KANBEE-DONO 
WANTS... 






















SHE WAS RAISED. 
DEEP IN THE MOUNTAINS... 
AZUMI WAS TRAINED 
BY GRAMPA AND 
NATURALLY HER 
EYESIGHT AND HEARING 
PERCEIVE THE SMALL 
(CHANGES INTHEBIRDS’ 
AND BEASTS MOVEMENTS 

ANDINTHE INSECTS’ 
SOUNDS..HER ABILITY 
TO SENSE HUMAN 
PRESENCE SURPASSES 
THAT OFTHECOMMON 
FOLK BY FAR. 





KOHYOTA, 
IT's TIME TO 
HAVE LUNCH. 





| HEARD THAT 
YOU LIVE SHOWING 
SOME ACROBATICS 


SHURIKEN 
THROWING 


SHE SAID THAT HER 
COMRADE RETURNED 
IN A FAR AWAY 
PLACE CALLED 


























AND THERE’S DON’T FUCK 
NoTASINGLE Jf wiTH mel! 
ONE OF US WHO 
THINKS OF 
YOU AS HIS 





TOBIZARU...TO 
THINK THAT | 
WOULD MEET 
AGAIN WITH MY 
STUDENT OF THE 
DEAR SHINOBI 
VILLAGE IN THIS 


TO EASILY 
CHANGE 
SIDES TO 
TOKUGAWA 
IS INDEED 
SOMETHING 
TYPICAL OF 
YOU. 





EVERY- 
THING! 


YOUR LIVES TO 4\ 
BE SPARED, ¢ 





OR ELSE, 
JUST ABOUT 
EVERYTHING | 
RESEARCHED WILL 
GO TO WASTE!! 


AZUMIE! I'VE 
TOLD THEM 
EVERYTHING!! 


UNTIL TODAY... 
WILL COME TO 
NOTHING!! 








ALL THREE % 


ARE FAIRLY Fac 


SKILLED... Mt 

















LEAVE IT TO ME 
AND HURRY BACK!! 
IF THOSE TWO CAME 
SEARCHING FOR YOU 


HAVING MY LIFE 
SAVED BY HER... 





Mba Me, 
a elle Mi r. 





SHE DOESN'T SAY 
THOSE LOVING WORDS 
LIKE THE OTHER 
WOMEN THAT SEETH 
YOUR TEETH ON 


IT’S TIME i 


ENTHUSIASM IN 
THAT FLUTE 

















~=5| \ y 
Me. 
‘ — 
Of b i 
AZUMI 
SAN 
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